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to have them acclaimed as heroes, if their activities correspond
to the aims pursued. But the masses in 1927 were not as docile
as they later became under the effects of misery and retrogres-
sion; they were then still able to protest, hold demonstrations
and threaten a general strike.
The international solidarity of the Governments was the
stronger.
Macia was finally extradited by the Poincare Government that
had been called in by the reactionaries to save the franc and
the country from the " misdeeds of the cartel", as ten years
later, after the interlude of February 6, 1934, and " Papa"
Doumergue, the franc and the country were to be saved from
the Popular Front, and finally, when all these attempts had
failed, the " nation " was to be saved by the " gift" of the
person of Philippe Petain to France.
The misfortune of this surprising country is that its great
revolutionary masses have invariably been outwitted as easily
as ingenuous children. They may be forgiven for having for-
gotten that the " system " had always been saved by defeat in
war ever since the sources of real power had had to struggle
hard, after the abolition of the old system, to maintain their
position. The Bourbons surrendered Paris to the British, the
Austrians, the Russians and even the Prussians (there is an odd
tendency nowadays to erase the first three from this list and
remember only the then least important of the powers in the
Holy Alliance) and belied their ancestor Henry IV, the wisest
of all the kings of France, when they convinced themselves
that " The * White Terror * is well worth Paris ".
Thiers called in Bismarck's troops against the Commune to
help stabilise the new capitalist system.
The " Left", failing at first to understand Marshal Bazaine's
manoeuvre at Metz, where he kept the army " intact '* with the
sole aim of curbing the same Left later, had at the start of the
political upheaval in September asked for plenary powers for
him:, thus showing that the little people of France have always
had an incomprehensible trust in their natural enemies, because
at bottom they cannot imagine " such a betrayal" possible; but
on realising their deception they react with savage fury and great
courage, though with no plan of campaign, and finish with their
backs against the mur des federes (where the Communards were
shot).
The " Left" in 1940 did not attempt to protest by withdrawing
their support from the Government when Reynaud, following
Daladier, quite incomprehensibly took in his Ministry other